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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 9-12, 14, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Rosa (D452.594). 

3. In reference to claim 1 , Rosa discloses all of the claimed structure, wherein the 
terms front and back of the main body are relative terms and any of the sides may be 
considered to be the front ("front" defined as "the foremost part or surface of anything" or 
"any side or face, as of a building" 1 ; wherein any side may also be considered to be a 
foremost part, depending on the orientation of the apparatus relative to a user) with an 
opposing side being considered to be the back of the main body, such that the wheels 
are located on the sides (front and back may also be considered sides or surface 
between front and back with wheels thereon may be considered to be a side) and the 
hose storage path is closer to the base at a portion of the front and back (A) and the 
hose storage path increases in height from the base in the region of the wheels. 

4. in reference to claims 2, 4, 6 and 9-1 1 , Rosa dearly discloses all of the claimed 
limitations. 
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5. In reference to claim 7, Rosa further discloses first and second connectors (C1 
and C2) for connecting the ends of the hose with the main body and a wand, 
respectively and, which are adjacent to one another. 

6. In reference to claim 12, Rosa discloses that the entire channel retains the hose 
therein, thus the ends of the channel are also arranged to retain the hose. 

7. In reference to claim 14, any of the guide sections (G) may be considered to be 
clips that are positioned along the hose storage path. A "clip" is defined as "any of 
various devices for gripping or holding things together" 2 , wherein both of the guide 
sections either grip the hose or hold the hose against the main body, Thus reading on 
the limitation of a "clip". 

8. In reference to claim 19, Rosa clearly shows that the hose has a length which is 
greater than the hose storage path and the end portions (C1 and C2) of the hose may 
be considered to be locators that identify portions of the hose that are to be retained in 
or on the main body. 

9. In reference to claim 21 , Rosa further discloses that the guide is located such 
that the hose storage path curves around at least part of the wheels (at section B). 



1 Dictionary.com Unabridged 

Based on the Random House Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2009. 

The American Heritage© Dictionary of the Engiish Language,. Fourth Edition 
Copyright © 2006 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. A!! rights reserved, 




Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claim 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rosa 
(D452,594) in view of Tsuda (D422.763). 

12. Rosa discloses the appliance as discussed supra, but fails to disclose that the 
guide is removably mounted on the main body. Tsuda discloses a similar compact 
cleaning apparatus having a main body and a base with wheels, wherein the base is 
removable form the main body to reduce the weight and overall size of the main body 
so that a user to more easily carry the main body when use of the appliance requires a 
user to hold the main body during use. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the apparatus of 
Rosa with a base that is separable from the main body to reduce the weight and bulk of 
the main body, as taught by Tsuda. Tsuda further discloses that the removable base 
also includes storage for at least one attachment, thus minimizing the weight of the 
main body because the attachment or storage compartment would only be necessary 
for storage and would not need to be attached to the main body when the separated 
main body is in use. Therefore, it further would have been obvious to provide the guide 
portions (G) of Rosa on the separable base section, for the same reasoning, to 
minimize the weight of the main body when removed from the base because the hose 
storage path would not be needed on the main body when in use and separated from 
the base. Thus, it would have been obvious to form the base, including the guides, to 
be removably mounted on the main body. 



Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejections in view of the White et al. 
(6,175,988) reference have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 



Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rosenzweig (D549.406) and Ashbaugh (2,337,364) both disclose 
cleaning appliances having similar structure as the applicant's claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN R. MULLER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica S. Carter can be reached on (571) 272-4475. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bryan R Muller/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3727 

6/17/2009 



